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ASL and Closed 
Captioning

ASL interpretation: ASL interpretation is 
provided by Keystone Interpreting 
Solutions.

To activate Closed Captions: Click on 
the “More” button located on the Zoom 
toolbar and select “Show Captions.”



Don’t Forget to Use the Chat
Ask questions in the chat or by using Zoom’s 
Q&A or Chat function throughout the 
webinar. 

We’ll do our best to get to all your questions 
during today’s Q&A.









Lessons from Last Respiratory Vaccine 

Season to Mobilize

1.Center communications and operations on access for patients and 

communities

2.Prioritize radical listening to what people are experiencing on the ground, 

then be responsive to their needs

3.Don’t expect people’s trust, focus on making the system trustworthy

4.Learn to speak the languages of healthcare, employers, and 

policymakers – it’s time to become a public health polyglot!
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Tame It Campaign: Getting Vaccinated Helps 
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Survey Highlights | Support for Vaccines Outpaces Vaccination

89%
US adults recognize the value of vaccines: 
Anyone who wants a vaccine should have access
77% call vaccines among the best-proven protections; 71% say the benefits strongly outweigh the 

risks

48%
Support does not always become vaccination
Only 23% tried to get a COVID-19 vaccine and 44% a flu vaccine; fewer than half tried for any 

respiratory vaccine

~6 in 10 Healthcare professionals remain the most trusted source
Doctors, nurses, and pharmacists earn a great deal or a lot of trust for vaccine information

11%
Many underestimate the toll of respiratory disease
CDC estimated ~710,000 flu hospitalizations in 2024–2025; only 11% chose a close range, and half 

put it below 400,000

22%
Access barriers can have lasting effects
22% of those who tried a respiratory vaccine hit a problem, most often for pneumococcal (27%) and 

RSV (23%)

Source: NFID survey by NORC at the University of Chicago (AmeriSpeak Omnibus®), Aug 13–17, 2026; 1,206 US adults; ±3.6 pt margin of error (95% confidence)

https://www.nfid.org/resource/2026-national-survey-on-respiratory-diseases/



Expert Perspectives | Highlighting Survey Findings, Underscoring Key 
Messages, and Actionable Guidance 

Anne Schuchat, MD, Former CDC

RESPIRATORY ILLNESS CAN BE SERIOUS
VACCINES ARE THE BEST TOOL FOR 

SEVERITY REDUCTION

GAP BETWEEN SUPPORT & UNDERSTANDING / 

ACTION
CONSISTENT MESSAGES FROM 

TRUSTED MESSENGERS

“Vaccines work like seat belts: they cannot 

eliminate every risk, but they reduce it.”

Ryan Stanton, MD, ACEP

“Vaccine guidance must become a practical 

conversation that answers the questions 

patients actually have: What do I need, when 

should I get it, and how do I protect the people I 

love?”

Margot Savoy, MD, AAFP

“Clear, evidence-based information from 

trusted, accessible sources helps people 

understand their risks and make informed 

prevention decisions.”

Robert Hopkins, MD, 

NFID 

“We cannot predict exactly how severe the 

season will be, but we know millions will 

become sick and too many will be 

hospitalized.



What We Aim to Achieve 

A Coordinated Approach for Greater Collective Impact

S tronger Coord inat ion 
R espi ratory  heal th  ef forts are a l ign ed a round s hared 
pr ior i t ies,  coord inated ac ti on,  a nd a un i f ied 
st rategy.

Cohesi ve , Cred ib le  I nf ormati on
Make con sistent ,  evidenc e-based respi ratory heal th  
in format ion avai lab le w hen and where people need 
i t .

Greater  R each and  I mpact 
Extend t rus ted in forma ti on to  more peopl e a nd h elp 
ind i v iduals , fami l ies,  and heal thcare professio nals 
make in formed heal th dec isions .

The National Respiratory Communications Initiative (NRCI) brings 

together leading immunization, infectious disease, patient advocacy, and 
public health organizations to make evidence-based prevention guidance 

easier to find, understand, and use. The collaborative effort seeks to 

ensure that evidence-based information about respiratory disease 
prevention, including influenza, COVID-19, RSV, and pneumococcal 

disease, is clear, consistent, and accessible for everyone.

Led By

What NRCI Offers Partners

✓ Shared messaging and 

communications resources

✓ Coordinated respiratory season 

activities 

✓ Regular updates on new resources 

and opportunities for participation 

Launch of NRCI | A Shared Platform for Clear, Consistent Information



Launch of Tame It | A Campaign Underscoring the Value of Respiratory 
Vaccination in Reducing Serious Outcomes

Official NRCI & Tame It Launch Launch of Campaign Website: TameIt.org

Social Toolkit Development 

& Distribution

Campaign 

Creative 

in English & 

Spanish

Amplification of Tame It Materials 



Partner 

Amplification | 

Expanding the 

Launch Beyond 

the Briefing

Leading health and 

advocacy organizations 

shared Tame It 
messages, resources, 

and event highlights 

across their own trusted 

channels and networks.

Unique posts on social 

platforms

Potential reach

Engagements

68

2.9M

895



Three Ways to Get Involved This 
Respiratory Season

Use and share the materials at TameIt.org.

Tell us what’s working and what else you need.

Become a partner.



#TameIt
Visit TameIt.org 

Contact: TameIt@nfid.org



Communicating about respiratory virus vaccines in 2026

Jen George
Director, Strategic Communications
AAP

PHCC Nov. 10 Webinar



Vaccine confidence campaign: Surround sound approach

Rapid response 
to 
disinformation

Targeted 
state 
outreach

Communications and 
social media trainings 

PSAs + Paid 
Strategy

Social media 
influencers 

Informational 
parent content

Traditional 
media 
outreach

Cultural 
strategy



Reaching parents where they are

PSA & Advertising
Dr. Alok Patel

Influencers & social media

Dr. Meghan Martin 
aka drbeachgem

Earned media

State 
campaigns

Cultural strategy



How Vaccine Schedules Changed Over Time and Why - HealthyChildren.org

AAP has developed vaccine guidance since the late 193o’s

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/immunizations/Pages/History-of-Immunizations.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/immunizations/Pages/History-of-Immunizations.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/immunizations/Pages/History-of-Immunizations.aspx


AAP 2026 Immunization recommendations process

Create 
Immunization 
Subgroups

Define questions 
and evidence 
sources

Establish the review 
framework and 
synthesize evidence

Vote on 
recommendations

Publish 
recommendations 
and implementation 
materials

Disseminate 
recommendations

Continue to review 
evidence and 
recommendations

Present findings 
and 
recommendation
s

Complete peer 
review and 
approval



August 2026



2026 Respiratory virus immunization recommendations



Reframing childhood immunization

Try
• Explaining how immune systems learn from vaccines: A child's immune system develops in stages, 

and doctors' recommendations on the pace and timing of vaccines are based on when a child's 
body is ready to learn. Doctors can't predict which children will get seriously ill from certain 
diseases, so choosing to skip or delay vaccines is risky.

• Highlighting the benefits: Vaccines help children develop, grow and learn. 

• Positioning parents as the experts of their child: Suggest pediatricians as a resource when they are 
making decisions about their child’s health, including immunizations. By working together, parents 
and pediatricians can plan what is best for each child’s health. 

• Focusing on community immunity: When vaccination is widespread, contagious diseases have a 
hard time spreading.

• Centering the conversation on access: Vaccines must be widely available, accessible and 
affordable.

Messaging insights based on research on reframing childhood immunization conducted by the FrameWorks Institute.



RSV

• RSV spreads like a cold and often looks like a regular 
cold in school-age children. However, babies who get 
RSV can get much sicker than older kids because their 
lungs and airways are so tiny. The virus causes 
airways to swell and fill with mucus, making it difficult 
for babies to breathe.

• RSV is the number one reason babies end up in the 
hospital before their first birthday. Immunizations for 
pregnant moms or infants give babies a strong start. 
Talk with your pediatrician about RSV immunization 
to learn more. 



Flu

• Make sure your back-to-school to-do list includes a trip to your 
pediatrician.

• Getting a flu shot before the end of October helps your child’s 
immune system learn to resist the virus before it hits your 
community.  

• On-time immunization keeps our kids, their classmates, and our 
communities healthier. 

• The flu can be serious, especially for young children or those with 
conditions like asthma or diabetes.  

• Flu viruses change over time, and different strains circulate each 
year. The flu vaccine is updated every year to keep up with these 
changes. That’s why kids (and adults) need a new flu shot every 
year. 



COVID-19

• COVID-19  is still around and still causing illness. Respiratory 
illnesses can be especially risky for infants and toddlers, 
whose airways and lungs are small and still developing.

• COVID vaccines are updated annually to work best against 
strains of the virus that are currently circulating. The 
vaccine teaches your child’s immune system to recognize 
and resist the virus strains, so they can stay healthy. 

• Information spreads fast, but not all of it is true. False or 
confusing information can harm your child’s health. 
Trustworthy information from medical experts relies on 
science, not rumors. Check the source before you accept or 
share anything and talk with your pediatrician if you have 
questions or concerns about the COVID vaccine. 



Resources

https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/fact-
checked/

https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/campaigns-and-toolkits/immunizations

Vaccine Confidence 
Campaign 
Toolkit https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/immunization-fact-

sheets/
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Respiratory virus season resources

FLU:
• Flu discussion guide
• Influenza Patient Care
• Flu Toolkit
• The Flu Vaccine Reduces the Risk of Serious Illness in 

Children (Spanish)
• The Flu: What Parents Need to Know
• Which Flu Vaccine Should Children Get?

• Immunization Fact Sheets
• Red Book Online
• AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf

COVID-19
• Discussion guide
• AAP Pediatric COVID Vaccine 

Dosing Quick Reference 
Guide

• COVID-19 Patient Care
• COVID-19 Vaccine Campaign 

Toolkit
• COVID-19 Vaccines Prevent 

Serious Illness in Young 
Children

• COVID-19: What Families 
Need to Know

• When Should Kids Get the 
COVID Vaccine?

• The Science Behind COVID 
Vaccines: Parent FAQ

RSV
• Discussion guide
• Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 

Prevention
• RSV Immunization Visual Administration 

Guide
• RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) Campaign 

Toolkit
• RSV: When it’s More Than Just a Cold
• RSV Immunizations: Two Ways to Protect 

Babies

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.aap.org%2FAAP%2FPDF%2F10ChildhoodGuide_Flu_Clinician.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cjgeorge%40aap.org%7Cb8f3da6d8c9e4379c16f08defef23225%7C686a5effab4f4bad8f3a22a2632445b9%7C0%7C0%7C639228513404226010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mSOr%2BpTQp4%2F5S9FIa7jjkrpP1rw%2BGHdQkUIBJTLIkrI%3D&reserved=0
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